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VIKINGS DEFENSE SHREDDED 
BY RAMS IN 38-31 LOSS 


53° EX 36° 


Frosty weekend!? 
Still some 60s ahead. B6 


SUPREME CONFLICT 


NATION TAKES SIDES OVER WHO TOLD TRUTH 


“The details about that night that bring me 
here today are the ones I will never forget.” 


Christine Blasey Ford 


Both accuser and accused testify 
that they are ‘100 percent certain’ 


By LISA MASCARO and ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 


In a day like few others in Senate 
history, California psychology pro- 
fessor Christine Blasey Ford quietly 
recounted her “100 percent” certainty 
Thursday that President Donald 
Trump’s nominee for the Supreme 
Court had sexually assaulted her 
when they were teenagers — and 
then Judge Brett Kavanaugh defiantly 
testified he was “100 percent certain” 
he did no such thing. 

That left senators to decide 
whether the long day of testimony 
tipped their confirmation votes for or 
against Trump’s nominee in a deeply 
partisan fight with the future of the 
high court and possibly control of 
Congress in the balance. 

Showing their own certainty, 
Republicans quickly scheduled a rec- 
ommendation vote for Friday morn- 


ing in the Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee, where they hold an 11-10 majority. 
They’re hoping for a final Senate roll 
call next week, seating Kavanaugh on 
the court shortly after the Oct. 1 start 
ofits new term. 

In the committee’s packed hear- 
ing room for hour upon hour Thurs- 
day, both Kavanaugh and Ford said 
the alleged assault and the storm 
of controversy that has erupted 36 
years later had plunged their lives 
into chaos — perhaps the only thing 
they agreed on during their separate 
testimony marked by a stark contrast 
of tone and substance. 

Ford recounted for the senators 
and a nationwide TV audience her 
long-held secret ofthe alleged assault 
in a locked room at a gathering of 
friends when she was just 15. The 
memory — and Kavanaugh’s laughter 
during the act — was “locked” in her 

See TESTIMONY on A6> 


Klobuchar 


Klobuchar’s questions 
Minnesota senator asks 
nominee about drinking. A7 


In their own words 
Excerpts from testimony 
of Kavanaugh, Ford. A5 


What’s next 
Vote to send nomination 
to full Senate to be held Friday. 


More online 
Read the latest and see more 
photos at startribune.com. 


Associated Press photos 


“I have never done this, to her or to anyone. That’s 
not who I am. It is not who I was. I am innocent.” 


Judge Brett Kavanaugh 


Analysis: Washington’s dysfunction 
plays out in hours of anger, tears 


By MARC FISHER ° Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - The subject was 
supposed to be the selection of anew 
justice on the Supreme Court. Instead 
Thursday’s showdown on Capitol Hill 
was a raw, scorched-earth confronta- 
tion across the nation’s most emotion- 
ally wrenching divides. This was men 
against women, right against left, a 
cascade ofrecriminations, explosions 
of anger, hours of tears and sobs. 

Judge Brett Kavanaugh and the 
woman who accused him of sexu- 
ally assaulting her came before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee in “the 
wrong town at the wrong time,” as 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., put it. 

The result was affirmation that 
Washington is as broken as it has ever 
been. Based on what the senators in the 
room said, the result was, once again, 
people hearing mostly what they were 
inclined to believe. The result, far from 


clarity, was acomplexrush of emotions 
adding up to two families left in wreck- 
age anda political system without even 
a pathway to cooperation. 

The day ended with deep discord. 
Graham declared that “this is not ajob 
interview. Thisis hell. ... Tomy Repub- 
lican colleagues, if you vote ‘no, you’re 
legitimizing the most despicable thing 
Ihave seen in my time in politics.” 

Yet as much as Graham saw the 
hearing as a sign that the nation 
would descend into further dysfunc- 
tion, with qualified people increas- 
ingly unwilling serve their country, 
it’s also true that the nation has been 
here before. Like this confirmation 
process, which led to accusations of 
debauchery and unseemly discus- 
sions of Kavanaugh’s sexual behav- 
ior, the 1991 confrontation between 
then-Supreme Court nominee Clar- 
ence Thomas and his accuser, law 

See ANALYSIS on A6> 


Powerful testimony grips viewers across the Twin Cities 


By MARA KLECKER 
mara.klecker@startribune.com 


Minnesotans stopped in their 
tracks Thursday — at work, at home, 
at school or in between — to watch or 
listen to the drama unfolding before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Christine Blasey Ford’s recount- 


Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
had sexually assaulted her in high 
school and Kavanaugh’s fiery, some- 
times tearful defense drew hushed 
clusters of viewers, and later, intense 
and emotional reactions from sup- 
porters of each. 

Students in Prof. Tim Johnson’s 
Judicial Process class at the Univer- 


phones and traded whispers before 
turning to the live TV feed at the 
front of the room. After a few min- 
utes, they fell silent. 

During Ford’s testimony, many of 
the students leaned forward, heads in 
their hands. A few blinked back tears. 

“It’s incredibly important to 
pay attention to this,” said Varshaa 


ence student. “The Supreme Court 
impacts all of us.” 

An assortment of veterans and 
retirees at American Legion Post 
251 in Robbinsdale chewed over the 
Kavanaugh allegations from their bar 
stools as the Senate hearing played 
on muted flat screen TVs. Tom Juer- 
gens, the 71-year-old Legion com- 


a “witch hunt” because Democrats 
would have voted against Kavanaugh 
regardless. Juergens, a Republican 
from Minneapolis, sympathized with 
the nominee. “I don’t know a17-year- 
old boy who doesn’t want to fondle a 
girl,” he said, adding that he disagreed 
with lifetime tenure for judges. 

In Dinkytown, some students said 


ing of her allegation that Supreme sity of Minnesota checked smart- Thorali, a 21-year-old political sci- mander, described the hearings as See WATCH on A7 > 
TOP NEWS NATION + WORLD MINNESOTA SPORTS BUSINESS 
Musk facing SEC com- Trash petition hits St. Pitching trends evolve: General Mills going 


NOOR’S TRIAL 
SET FOR APRIL 1 


Judge denies defense motions 
to dismiss the case or exclude 
evidence in trial for Minne- 
apolis cop charged in Justine 
Damond’s shooting death. B1 


plaint: Regulators seeking 
to oust Tesla CEO, alleging 
securities fraud. D1 


French punish harasser: 
In anew law against sexual 
harassment, a Frenchman 
was jailed for lewd talk. A2 


Paul: Nearly 6,000 people 
signed to stop city’s new 
trash collection plan. B1 


Feds probe military fund- 
raisers: Almost $500K for 
funerals may have gone to 
personal expenses. B1 


Move away from tra- 
ditional “starters” may 
become the norm. C5 


Rose’s comfort zone: Vet- 


eran guard hopes to regain 
form that made him an 
NBA superstar. C3 


green: Environmentalist 
investors convince others 
to eliminate pesticides in 
supply chain. D1 


Aldi will deliver: Grocer 
will join other major stores 
by offering service. D1 


HAVE YOU HEARD? 


Smartphones? Not so much: Study suggests restricting 
screen time for kids boosts their brainpower. A2 
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